
Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Office of General Counsel:
ORDINANCE 2014-483
AN ORDINANCE IN CONFORMANCE WITH SECTION 108.505 (SPECIAL COUNSEL), ORDINANCE CODE; APPROVING AN ENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT WITH AKERMAN, LLP, TO SERVE AS SPECIAL COUNSEL TO PROVIDE FOR A CONTINUATION OF COUNSEL WITH REGARD TO KEY CASES AND MATTERS IN VARYING DEGREES OF COMPLETION; PROVIDING FOR A MAXIMUM INDEBTEDNESS OF $150,000.00 UNLESS INCREASED BY COUNCIL IN SUBSEQUENT LEGISLATION; PROVIDING A CARRYOVER OF FUNDS INTO FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015; PROVIDING FOR A REVERTER OF FUNDS; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE UPON INTRODUCTION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the City is a defendant in the cases in federal court attached as Exhibit 1 hereto; and

WHEREAS, the Office of General Counsel has accepted the resignations of two senior trial attorneys, Ms. Laquidara, effective July 1, 2014 and Ms. Mirando who was sworn in as federal magistrate in May of 2014,; and  

WHEREAS, the City has been represented by Cindy Laquidara as lead counsel with Ms. Mirando and additional attorneys in the office; and


WHEREAS, these cases are at critical stages in their process with imminent deadlines; and


WHEREAS, Ms. Laquidara has been intimately involved in providing advice to the City about pension reform matters as to which the city would benefit from retaining the ability to consult with her; and
WHEREAS, it is in the City’s interest to continue Ms. Laquidara’s representation of the City, along with the Office of General Counsel, at this time; and

WHEREAS, a number of the cases have been submitted for final judgment, and post-trial practice and motions can be best accomplished by retaining Ms. Laquidara; and

WHEREAS, Laquidara has been employed as a partner with Akerman LLP, effective July 1, 2014; and

Whereas, Akerman LLP has agreed to discount Ms. Laquidara’s usual hourly rate; and


WHEREAS, based on the foregoing, and pursuant to  Section 108.505, Ordinance Code, the General Counsel has determined that it is in the City’s interest and recommends entering into an engagement agreement to support the cases attached as Exhibit 1; and

WHEREAS, financial resources have been identified to provide legal services on a contractual basis up to $150,000.00, unless increased by City Council in subsequent legislation; now therefore  


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Appropriation.  For the 2013-2014 fiscal year, within the City’s budget, there are hereby appropriated the indicated sum(s) from the account(s) listed in subsection (a) to the account(s) listed in subsection (b):


(a)
Appropriated from:



Transfers from Retained Earnings

 $150,000.00



(b)
Appropriated to:

Office of General Counsel Professional Services 

GCAL551-03109



        
 $150,000.00
Section 2.

Purpose.  The purpose of this appropriation is to fund the litigation needs of the City of Jacksonville as more fully indicated in the attached engagement letter and as directed and overseen by the Office of General Counsel as set forth in Exhibit 2 above. 
Section 3.

Carryover.
 The funds appropriated by this ordinance shall not lapse but shall carryover into fiscal year 2014-2015.

Section 4.  
Reverter. Any funds that are not spent for the purposes set forth in this Ordinance shall revert back to the account of origin.
Section 5.

Authorizing and Approving the Special Counsel Engagement Agreement. The General Counsel is hereby authorized to enter into an engagement agreement with the law firm of Akerman, LLP, to represent the City in the cases attached as Exhibit 1, as directed by the Office of General Counsel. A copy of the engagement letter and scope of services is attached hereto as Exhibit 2. 
Section 6.

Requesting emergency passage upon introduction pursuant to Council Rule 4.901 Emergency. Emergency passage upon introduction of this legislation is requested. The nature of the emergency is that the numerous filing deadlines are approaching, the first of which is an August 4, 2014 deadline to respond to the motion for summary judgment and to exclude the City’s expert testimony filed by the plaintiffs in United States et al. v. City of Jacksonville et al., and its companion case. 
Section 7.
 
Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Margaret M. Sidman
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